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Image: Professor Megan 
Davis and Pat Anderson 
AO, First Nations National 
Constitutional Convention 
2017. 

The Uluru Statement from the Heart is an invitation to the Australian 
people to work with First Nations people to create a better future. 

It is a gift: a strategic roadmap to peace, where First Nations peoples take a 
rightful place in our own land. It builds on the long advocacy of First Nations 
people for political representation, empowerment, decision-making and 
control over our own affairs. 

The Uluru Statement rejects purely symbolic constitutional recognition in 
favour of substantive constitutional reform that would make a meaningful 
difference for First Nations on the ground. 

The roadmap set out in the Uluru Statement is Voice, Treaty and Truth. 

We are deeply grateful to the many people and organisations across the 
country that have pledged their support for this important change. We are 
asking you to lend your voice and work with us in creating a new and better 
future for all of us.

Pat Anderson AO & Professor Megan Davis  
Co-Chairs, Uluru Dialogue

An invitation from the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart
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What local government can do

0.3

Many Australians support the Uluru Statement and the call for 
a constitutionally enshrined Voice. 

Many Australians have already shown their support – including 
in submissions to the 2018 Joint Select Committee, to the 
2021 Co-Design Process, and by hosting events, wearing 
merchandise showing their support, posting on social media, 
and just talking to family and friends about what the Statement 
means. 

To all those people and organisations, we are immensely 
grateful. 

But there are still many people who do not know about the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart or are wary of supporting the 
Statement because they don’t know enough about it. They 
might have questions or concerns that, if answered, would lead 
them to support the Statement. 

For a referendum to be successful, it will need a groundswell 
of support – from the government, the Parliament and the 
Australian people. We need to start that groundswell. We 
believe that if the government and the Parliament see that the 
Australian people want this reform, their support will follow. 

Local governments are in a unique position to help spread 
the message and invitation in the Uluru Statement.  

Local government are close to their communities, and experts 
in finding ways to effectively communicate with them. They 
can play a crucial role in building the grassroots support 
needed for a successful referendum to enshrine the First 
Nations Voice in the Constitution. And of course, as the third 
tier of government, they are uniquely placed to answer the 
invitation of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, be part of 
the process of structural reform and, in partnership with local 
Indigenous communities, help lead Australia towards a better 
future based on justice and self-determination.

https://ulurustatement.org
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Step One: Find out more 

Find out more about the Uluru State-
ment from the Heart, and a First Na-
tions Voice to Parliament protected by 
the Constitution.

A good place to start is the Uluru 
Statement official web page: https://
ulurustatement.org. There, you can 
sign up to the email list, and receive 
more information as it becomes availa-
ble, including invitations to upcoming 
events. 

You can also contact the Indigenous 
Law Centre at the University of New 
South Wales for further information, 
and to answer any questions you 
might have (email: ilc@unsw.edu.au). 
If you would like us to work with you 
to present a seminar or workshop with 
your organisation to spread the word 
to a wider group, please reach out.

Step Two: Tell others you support the 
Statement 

There are lots of different ways to tell 
people that you have accepted the 
invitation in the Uluru Statement. 
Here are just some ideas for Local 
Government.
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Suggestions for local governments

Propose a motion that your Local 
Government express its support 
for the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart. 

You can view a suggested draft 
motion in Appendix A. When you 
introduce the motion, we encour-
age you to read out the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart in full. 
You may wish to include in your 
motion a commitment to some 
of the other specific actions dis-
cussed below.

Publicise your Local 
Government’s support of the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart:

at all of your local government 
offices, service centres and 
advertising positions such as bus 
shelters (materials like logos, 
social media tiles and posters 
can be downloaded at 
https://ulurustatement.org);

through your website, newsletter, 
emails and any other 
communications;

through the local media – see 
whether they are interested in run-
ning a story about why you support 
the Statement.

Practical steps you can take now

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek 
to be heard. We leave base camp and 
start our trek across this vast country. 
We invite you to walk with us in a 
movement of the Australian people 
for a better future. 

Uluru Statement from the Heart, 26 May 2017

https://ulurustatement.org
https://ulurustatement.org
https://ulurustatement.org
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@UluruStatement 

@UluruStatement 

@UluruStatement 

Please contact the Indigenous 
Law Centre at UNSW (email: 
ilc@unsw.edu.au) to let us know 
of your support and actions and 
should you require any further 
assistance. 
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Include information on the Uluru 
Statement and Voice, Treaty, Truth at 
your local government offices and 
other service centres and on your 
website, in newsletters, emails and 
other communications, and on social 
media. There is a poster of the 
Statement, and information sheets can 
be downloaded at https://ulurustate-
ment.org. Provide this information to 
your staff as well as the general public.

Use your networks to inform other 
Local Governments of the position 
yours has taken, to compare notes on 
appropriate next steps, or to encour-
age those yet to express their support 
for the Uluru Statement and a First 
Nations Voice enshrined in the Consti-
tution.

Follow our socials (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram) and share your endorse-
ment. Appendix B includes social 
media material to for you to share and 
use.

Step Three: Take ongoing actions 

Undertake a series of ongoing, tangi-
ble actions to demonstrate your Local 
Government’s expression of support 
for the Uluru Statement. These actions 
will vary based on the resources and 
position of your Local Government, but 
they could include:

Encourage supporters in your local 
community to do the same in their 
personal capacity. We have a tool that is 
designed to help you do this - visit https://
ulurustatement.org/write-to-your-mp and 
find out more!

Work with local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people to review, reform or 
develop initiatives and structures to involve 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
in local government decision-making that 
affects them.

Provide opportunities and other support 
for education, research and truth telling 
programs run by or involving local Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander people and or-
ganisations in your local government area.

Make representations to the state and 
national local government associations 
encouraging them to support the Uluru 
Statement, and to use the position of the 
ALGA to speak to the state, territory and 
national governments about the urgency of 
these reforms.

Sponsor community events to raise aware-
ness of the Uluru Statement and local In-
digenous issues to learn from experts and 
those involved in the process that led to the 
Uluru Statement.

Work with the local Uluru Dialogue Youth 
Network and/or Uluru Supporters Group 
operating in your area, or support one to 
be established if there isn’t one already, 
and partner with them to raise awareness 
and educate constituents about the Uluru 
Statement.

Write a letter to the Prime Minister, the 
Minister for Indigenous Australians, the 
Leader of the Opposition and your local 
federal and state political representatives 
outlining your endorsement and calling for 
them to support and action the reforms in 
the Uluru Statement. 

https://ulurustatement.org
https://ulurustatement.org
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Background to the 
Uluru Statement 

Australia, unlike other first world 
countries has not yet achieved mean-
ingful recognition of the First Nations 
people of this country.  

The legal fiction of terra nullius was 
finally overturned with the Mabo High 
Court decision on 2 June 1992.  This 
case was a landmark decision that fi-
nally recognized the pre-colonial land 
interests of Indigenous people within 
Australia’s common law.

Despite on-going calls by Aboriginal 
people since the early days of settle-
ment for a respectful and equal re-
lationship, successive governments 
continue to ignore our calls for con-
stitutional recognition of the rightful 
place of Australia’s First Nations peo-
ples.

The Uluru Statement from the Heart 
is an invitation from First Nations to 
“walk with us in a movement of the 
Australian people for a better future.”  
It was a call to the Australian people 
in May 2017 following two years of 
engagement and consultations with 
First Nations people from across the 
country.

The Uluru Statement calls for constitu-
tional change to establish a new rela-
tionship between First Nations people 
and the Australian nation.

First Nations Regional Dialogues

In the lead up to the Uluru Dia-
logue – First Nations Constitutional 
Convention, a series of three-day 
Regional Dialogues commenced 
in December 2016 and were held 
consecutively in Hobart, Broome, 
Dubbo, Darwin, Perth, Sydney, Mel-
bourne, Cairns, Ross River (Central 
Australia), Adelaide, Brisbane and 
Thursday Island, with an additional 
meeting in Canberra. 

The purpose of the Regional Dia-
logues was to engage First Nations 
peoples from local communities and 
community-based organisations in a 
conversation about their aspirations 
for meaningful recognition of the 
rights of the First Nations peoples, 
how these rights might be recog-
nized and protected, and the re-
forms necessary to give lasting effect 
to these aspirations.

Who participated in the regional 
dialogues? 

First Nations participants at Region-
al Dialogues was decided locally 
- involving local traditional owners, 
community controlled organisations 
and First Nations leaders, elders and 
young people. 

The Regional Dialogues selected 
their nominated representatives to 
attend the First Nations Constitu-
tional Convention held at Uluru.  

Image: Delegates on 
the floor of the First 
Nations National 
Constitutional 
Convetion 2017. 
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Uluru Dialogue

The Uluru Dialogue held in May 2017 
was the culmination of a series of 
deliberative regional dialogues held 
across the nation.  

At that Convention, and by an over-
whelming consensus, more than 250 
delegates adopted the Uluru State-
ment from the Heart.

What is the Uluru Statement? 

The Uluru Statement from the Heart 
is an invitation from First Nations to 
“walk with us in a movement of the 
Australian people for a better future”.   
It was issued to the Australian people 
in May 2017 following almost two years 
of work.  The Uluru statement calls for 
constitutional change to establish a 
new relationship between parliament 
and First Nations peoples.   

The delegates at the Uluru Dialogue 
issued the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart which calls for a First Nations 
Voice to Parliament, establishment of 
a Makarrata Commission to oversight 
agreement making processes and 
“truth-telling”.

Image: The Uluru Statement from the Heart. Issued to the Australian 
people on 26 May 2017. 

Voice
An amendment to the Australian 
constitution to formally recognize 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Nations. 

Establishes an enduring institution 
that facilitates First Nation’s views to 
be made to the parliament and gov-
ernment on those issues affecting 
First Nations.

Makarrata

Is a Yolgnu word meaning “a coming 
together after a struggle”.  

A Makarrata Commission would have 
two roles:  supervising a process of 
agreement making and overseeing a 
process of truth-telling.

Agreement making processes be-
tween Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, Australian govern-
ments and third parties have been 
underway for many years e.g.  Indig-
enous Land Use Agreements, explo-
ration and mining agreements under 
land rights legislation.

Truth-telling

The Makarrata Commission would 
oversee a national healing process 
of ‘truth-telling’ to build a shared 
knowledge and understanding of the 
injustices experienced by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.

Truth-telling is about restorative jus-
tice.  It is about bearing witness and 
honouring our collective histories 
and experiences so that we, together 
can build a shared history and com-
mitment to ensuring a better future 
for First Nations peoples.
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Over the past four years there has 
been an increasing level of support for 
constitutional change by the general 
public.

86% of the general community think 
it’s important to establish a representa-
tive Indigenous body. 

81% of the general community think it 
is important to protect that body within 
the constitution. 

95% In 2020, 95% of the 
general community 
agreed it is important 
that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
people have a say in 
matters that affect 
them. 

Source: Reconciliation Australia – 2020 Barometer

The Voice Co-Design process

In 2021 the Voice Co-Design process 
invited public submissions on the design 
of a First Nations Voice to Parliament. 

An unprecedented response from the 
Australian community saw 2,554 public 
submissions made. 

Expert analysis by the Indigenous Law 
Centre at UNSW Sydney shows that 
2,299 of the 2,554 submissions support 
a referendum. 

Further to this, one-third of submissions 
expressly said that they do not support 
the approach of legislating a First 
Nations Voice before constitutional 
reform. 

It is clear the Australian people are ready 
to vote “Yes” at a referendum to protect 
a First Nations Voice to Parliament in the 
Constitution. 

Support for constitutional change
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Frequently asked questions 

What changes does the Uluru 
Statement call for? 

The Uluru Statement calls for a First 
Nations Voice to Parliament and a 
Makarrata Commission to supervise 
a process of agreement-making and 
truth-telling. 

These reforms are: Voice, Treaty, Truth. 

The first reform is the constitutional 
enshrinement of a Voice to Parliament 
(Voice). A Voice is a common reform 
adopted around the world by liberal 
democracies to improve democratic 
participation for Indigenous popula-
tions. In Australia, the Voice will em-
power First Nations politically. It will be 
a permanent institution for expressing 
First Nations’ views to the parliament 
and government on important issues 
affecting First Nations.

The second reform is the Makarrata 
Commission to supervise a process 
of agreement-making between gov-
ernments and First Nations (Treaty), 
and truth-telling (Truth). Voice, Treaty 
and Truth provide a clear and prac-
tical path forward for First Nations’ 
self-determination in accordance with 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Why is change necessary? 

Structural reform is needed to give 
First Nations greater say and authority 
over the decisions that impact them. 
Structural reform means making real 
changes to the way decisions are 
made and by who, rather than simply 
tinkering with existing processes of 
decision-making and control.

First Nations peoples comprise 3 per 
cent of the Australian population. This 
means it is difficult for First Nations’ 
voices to be heard in elections and in 
Parliament. First Nations have little say 
over the laws that impact them and 
their rights. 

This is a problem because the Com-
monwealth has a law-making power 
based on race. The so-called ‘Races 
Power’ in the Constitution has never 
been directed at any other racial group 
in Australia - it has only ever been used 
to make laws about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples.   These 
powers have often been used to pass 
laws that negatively impact First Na-
tions without First Nations’ consulta-
tion or consent.

This practice ignores First Nations’ 
peoples right to self-determination set 
out in the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  
Article 19 of the Declaration recognises 
that before any new laws or policies af-
fecting Indigenous peoples are adopt-
ed, ‘States shall consult and cooper-
ate in good faith with the indigenous 
peoples concerned through their own 
representative institutions in order to 
obtain their free, prior and informed 
consent’.

“It will be a permanent institu-
tion for expressing First Nations’ 
views to the parliament and 
government on important issues 
affecting First Nations.”

What would a First Nations Voice be?
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What does the Uluru Statement say 
about sovereignty? 

The Uluru Statement says that First 
Nations’ sovereignty was never ceded 
and coexists with the Crown’s sover-
eignty today. That sovereignty comes 
from a different source to the sover-
eignty claimed by the Crown: from the 
ancestral tie between the land and its 
people.

The Uluru Statement calls for this “an-
cient sovereignty” of First Nations to be 
recognised through structural reform 
including constitutional change. En-
shrining a First Nations Voice is rec-
ognition of First Nations’ sovereignty 
and First Nations’ rights based on their 
unique political and cultural existence. 
Sovereignty is not undermined nor di-
minished by Voice, Treaty and Truth.

First Nations in other countries are ac-
knowledged and recognised in nation-
al constitutions. This includes in Cana-
da, the United States and Norway. First 
Nations in those countries have used 
these constitutional clauses to exer-
cise self-determination and empower 
Indigenous peoples.

Is a representative voice a new idea? 

First Nations have always called for 
the protection and recognition of their 
rights. This includes calling for First 
Nations representation and empower-
ment in decision making and control 
of their own affairs. There is an unbro-
ken line that runs from before feder-
ation connecting this early advocacy 
and the Uluru Statement.

First Nations peoples have been ad-
vocating for justice, recognition and 
protection of Indigenous rights e.g:

advocacy of Tasmanian Aboriginal people 
at Wybalenna (Flinders Island) in 1847 to 
Queen Victoria regarding their treatment 

Australian Aborigines’ League led by Wil-
liam Cooper and others in 1938 gathered 
to mark an annual Day of Mourning 

1963 Yirrkala Bark Petition 

A ten-year campaign by Faith Bandler and 
others that led to the 1967 referendum

1972 Larrakia Petition

1979 National Aboriginal Conference

1988 Barunga Statement 

High Court recognition of native title in 
1992 Mabo decision 

the ATSIC Report titled Rights, Recogni-
tion and Reform

Report on the Social Justice Package by 
ATSIC in 1995 

Kalkaringi Statement of 1998 

Yolngu Leaders Declaration of Sovereignty 
2018 

the Kirribilli Statement of 2015. 

Throughout this history, there have 
been consistent calls for a representa-
tive voice in decision making, the right 
to self-determination, treaty, and for 
the truth to be told about First Nations 
and Australian history.

The 1988 Barunga Statement

Presented to Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke by the Northern 
and Central Land Councils as 
a declaration and request for 
Indigenous rights and 
sovereignty to be recognised.

Gifts collection, Parliament House Art Collection.  
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Why a constitutionally enshrined 
voice? Why wouldn’t a legislated 
Voice be enough?  

The Uluru Statement calls for a Voice 
to Parliament to be enshrined in the 
Australian Constitution by way of an 
enabling provision. 

Previous First Nations’ representative 
bodies (such as the Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC)) 
were set up administratively or by leg-
islation. That meant they were easily 
abolished by successive governments 
depending on their priorities. Setting 
up and then abolishing representative 
bodies cuts across progress, damages 
working relationships and wastes tal-
ent that could be used to solve com-
plex problems.

In the Regional Dialogues people said 
they were frustrated with this chop-
ping and changing. They wanted a 
long lasting and durable Voice in deci-
sions made about their own affairs.

That is the reason the Uluru Statement 
calls for a Voice enshrined in the 
Constitution. They did not want a 
body that could be easily be 
abolished by legislation. 

Backed by the people at a referendum, 
a Voice enshrined in the Constitution 
can make a lasting contribution to a 
better future for First Nations and all 
Australians.

How would the voice work? 

The Uluru Statement does not detail 
the structure of the Voice and how it 
will do its job. That is a process sep-
arate from achieving constitutional 
change. 

The Uluru Statement asks the Aus-
tralian people to give their support at 
a referendum on a question of fun-
damental principle: that First Nations 
should have a Voice enshrined in the 
Constitution. 

The details including the functions, 
powers and processes of the Voice, will 
be worked out between government 
and First Nations and put into legisla-
tion. That legislation can be amended 
from time to time as lessons are learnt 
from experience, while the existence 
of the Voice itself is guaranteed in the 
Constitution.

Why a First Nations Voice and not 
designated seats for First Nations 
people?

The delegates at the Regional 
Dialogues considered alternative 
representation proposals, including 
through designated seats in the 
Parliament. 

However, there were concerns that 
a small number of designated seats 
would be subsumed within the larger 
numbers in the Parliament. 

Proportionate seats would give 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people little concrete influence, unless 
there were unique political 
circumstances, such as holding the 
balance of power in a minority 
government. 

“In the Regional Dialogues 
people said they were frustrated 
with this chopping and chang-
ing. They wanted a long lasting 
and durable Voice in decisions 
made about their own affairs.”
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There were also concerns that this 
proposal would not be able to 
represent the diversity of First Nations, 
with only a handful of designated 
seats. 

An institutional Voice that was truly 
representative of First Nations, that 
had a guaranteed role to speak to 
Parliament every time laws were 
passed that affected Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people was a 
preferred model of representation. 

Is the Voice proposal limited because 
it will be advisory and will not have 
veto? 

No. The Voice will have powers and 
functions to support First Nations 
people across a range of matters, as 
agreed between First Nations and 
government.

Its strength for First Nations 
communities, as well as its value to 
government, will come from the 
legitimacy of being a genuinely 
representative, collective Voice. And 
from the mandate gained from the 
Australian people at a referendum. 

Will the Voice proposal introduce 
inequality into the Constitution and 
divide Australia along racial lines? 

The Australian Constitution already 
contains a provision that gives the 
Commonwealth Parliament the power 
to make special laws for people of any 
race, which in practice has been used 
to make laws for First Nations people. 
This includes important reforms, such 
as native title legislation and cultural 
heritage protection. 

A former High Court Chief Justice has 
explained that this initial division in the 
Australian Constitution gives rise to the 
need to have a special institution to 
speak to Parliament when these laws 
are made. 

Further, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people make up only 3% of 
the Australian population, so when 
the Parliament makes laws that affect 
them, it is only appropriate that they 
have a say on those laws, because the 
current system of democracy does not 
give them a voice.

Do other countries have a First 
Nations Voice?
 
Yes. There are many ways that this 
can be achieved. Norway, Finland and 
Sweden all have a First Nations (Sami) 
Parliament. 

These representative bodies vary 
across the three countries. In Norway, 
for example, the Sami Parliament has 
a right to be consulted over legislation 
that affects them and authority over 
certain matters. 

In contrast, the New Zealand 
Parliament has seven seats reserved 
for Māori people. Both mechanisms 
allow Indigenous peoples to have a 
voice in the processes of government.

“Its strength for First Nations 
communities, as well as its value 
to government, will come from 
the legitimacy of being a 
genuinely representative, 
collective Voice.”
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Other countries adopt different 
approaches. In Colombia, a 
constitutional provision requires the 
government to consult with 
Indigenous peoples before permitting 
natural resource exploitation on 
Indigenous land. In some cases, the 
Colombian Constitutional Court has 
determined that instances of 
consultation were not adequate.

These different arrangements follow 
international standards. Article 18 of 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
endorsed by Australia in 2009, provides 
that Indigenous peoples have the 
right to participate in decision-making 
in matters which would affect their 
rights, through representatives chosen 
by themselves in accordance with their 
own procedures, as well as to maintain 
and develop their own indigenous 
decision making institutions.

What is a Makarrata Commission? 
 
Makarrata is a Yolgnu word meaning ‘a 
coming together after a struggle’. 

A Makarrata Commission would have 
two roles: supervising a process of 
agreement-making and overseeing a 
process of truth-telling.

Agreements between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
Australian governments have been 
negotiated for many years in Australia, 
for example under native title and land 
rights legislation. 

The Makarrata Commission would 
allow these processes to be struck at a 
national level and regionally with First 
Nations, by providing support and 
momentum and helping the parties 
reach agreement.

Another function of a Makarrata 
Commission would be to supervise a 
process of ‘truth-telling’: a process that 
allows the full extent of the past 
injustices experienced by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people to be 
uncovered and revealed. Such a 
process would allow all Australians to 
understand our history and assist in 
moving towards genuine 
reconciliation.

This process may be similar in form 
to the inquiry that led to the Bringing 
Them Home report, which revealed 
the truth surrounding the Stolen 
Generations. The inquiry involved an 
extensive program of hearings in every 
capital city and in many regional 
centres. In 2008, Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd apologised in Parliament for 
government law and policies that 
resulted in the Stolen Generations.

How will the First Nations Voice and 
the Makarrata Commission fit with 
treaty negotiation processes that are 
already underway in some States and 
Territories in Australia? 

There are several States and Territo-
ries that are commencing processes 
towards negotiating a treaty between 
the State or Territory government and 
First Nations in that jurisdiction. The 
most advanced of these processes is 
that underway in Victoria. 

These State or Territory-based trea-
ty-processes have highlighted three 
important matters. 

“Makarrata is a Yolgnu word 
meaning ‘a coming together 
after a struggle’.”
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The first is the need for treaty negoti-
ation processes to be preceded by the 
establishment of a First Nations insti-
tutional assembly of some description 
to assist the Parliament and the Gov-
ernment in the establishment of the 
processes to negotiate treaty. 

In Victoria, for instance, this is seen 
in the creation of the First Peoples 
Assembly of Victoria, which is a rep-
resentative body, a voice, for Aborigi-
nal people and communities to work 
with the State government to create 
the Treaty Negotiation Framework for 
negotiating the rules and processes 
under which a Treaty or Treaties can be 
negotiated. 

The experience in the States therefore 
demonstrates the importance of the 
first step of the sequence of Voice, 
Treaty, Truth.  

The second is the need for a national 
treaty process, through the proposed 
Makarrata Commission. This is be-
cause, while there is some progress 
at the state and territory level, there 
are limits to the types of matters that 
these governments can negotiate, 
because some matters are the 
responsibility of the federal Parliament 
and government. 

Further, state treaties are subject to 
federal legislative override, should a fu-
ture federal Parliament seek to change 
the settlement. State and territory 
treaties cannot bind a federal govern-
ment or the Australian Parliament.

@UluruStatement 

@UluruStatement 

@UluruStatement 

Please contact the Indigenous 
Law Centre at UNSW 
(email: ilc@unsw.edu.au) to let 
us know of your support and 
actions and should you require 
any further assistance. 

The third is the need for a 
constitutionally enshrined, guaranteed 
voice, to continue to advocate for any 
settlements that are reached in a 
State or Territory treaty. Only through 
constitutional enshrinement, can there 
be a body that is sufficiently 
independent to advocate frankly 
and fearlessly for the interests of 
First Nations people. 

More information can be found at 
www.ulurustatement.org. 
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Appendix A - Draft motion of support and 
other local government examples 

Suggested draft motion for local government

That the [INSERT LOCAL GOVERNMENT NAME] accepts the invitation 
of the Uluru Statement from the Heart and: 

1.	 hears and supports the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 	
 	 peoples’ call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice to be  	
	 enshrined in the Constitution and for a referendum on this 
	 matter; and 

2.	 welcomes working with the First Nations Voice once established 	
 	 with respect to the development of relevant local government  	
	 policy and laws; and 

3.	 looks forward to working with our constituents, other levels of 	
 	 governments and all Australians to take this next step in our  	
	 shared future.
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Other examples 
Brisbane City Council 
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City of Geelong 
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Noosa Shire Council 
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Appendix B – Tell people about your support 
for a Voice to Parliament

IT’s TIME to demonstrate the strong public support that already exists 
for a Voice to Parliament enshrined in the Constitution and to make our 
collective voices heard. 

On your website

Add the Uluru Statement logo to your website with the following text. 

(Your organisation) accepts the invitation of the Uluru Statement from 
the Heart and supports a First Nations Voice to Parliament enshrined 
in the Australian Constitution. (insert hyperlink to official Uluru Dia-
logue website UluruStatement.org)

On your email signature

Consider inserting the following text along with one of our email ban-
ners below. (I /or organisation name) accept the invitation of the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart and support a First Nations Voice to Parlia-
ment enshrined in the Australian Constitution.

Choose a banner, copy and paste it to your email signature. Encourage 
our colleagues, friends and family to do the same. 

  Download here

  Download here
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On your social media

Below are some tiles you can use across your social media to show 
your support. Make sure you tag us @UluruStatement.

Profile pictures 
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  Download here

  Download here

 Download here

 Download here

 Download here
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“I accept” posts 

 Download here

 Download here
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“IT’S TIME” posts 

 Download here

 Download here
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